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Senate Liberals Outganned 



By Robert F. Levey 

Wasbini ton Poat Staff Writer 

Faced with the first 
threatening floor fight on 
major legislation his six- 
year U.S. Senate career, Jo- 
seph Tydings, the legislator, 
outgunned Sam Ervin, the 
libertarian, yesterday. 

The businesslike Tydings 
is Maryland’s senior senator 
but still a relative new- 
comer in the historic cham- 
ber. For him, passage of the 
D.C. crime bill not only 
ended more than a year of 
dreary negotiation and staff 
work, but helped him 
preempt the crime-fighting 
issue in his re-election cam- 
paign this year. 

For the courtley, portly 
Ervin, a three-term Demo- 
crat from North Carolina, 
passage of the bill was “a 
sellout of constitutional lib- 
erties” to what he called the 
“expediency of law and or- 
der.” Yet Ervin said after 
the vote yesterday that he 
suspected, in a year of of- 
ficial concern over crime, 
that he had been waging a 
losing battle. 

Help or Hindrance 
Tydings, obviously pleased 
and relieved, said the crime 
bill is “sound and constitu- 
tional.” Not one to indulge 
much in them himself, he 
said he was glad to see the 
bill survive “all the flame 
and rhetoric.” 

But Tydings said that his 
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role as sponsor of the bill 
might now hurt him politi- 
cally as much as it might 
help him. 

“The burden Is on me,” 
Tydings said, “to get the 
facts straight (among the 
voters of) Maryland.” 

He added that the crime 
bill — and particularly its 
“no-knock” section — is so 
“seriously misunderstood” 
that spreading the message 
might not be possible. 

Tydings again denied yes- 
terday — as he had through- 
out the debate — that either 
the crime bill or his own po- 
litical stance was illiberal. 

But he did point out that, 



for his own political pur- 
poses in Maryland, his stand 
on the bill provided a coun- 
terweight to criticism aimed 
at him from the right for his 
strong progun control posi- 
tion. 

Ervin said he was taking 
his defeat “pretty well, al- 
though I was fighting for a 
right so precious to 
man.” He said his unaccus- 
tomed partnership — as a 
conservative Southerner — 
with the Senate’s liberals 
“was no difficulty,” and that 
his advocacy of the rights of 
Washington residents was 
“logical.” 

“I would have done the 
same for anyone,” Ervin 
said. 

Tydings Criticized 

Ervin criticized Tydings, 
however, for being “impa- 
tient” and “secretive.” 

He said that, in a bill so 
complicated, containing a 
provision as controversial as 
“no-knock” searches is, Tyd- 
ings “should have brought 
‘no-knock* to light when the 
bill first passed the Senate.” 
Instead, Ervin said, the bill 
passed by a sparsely at- 
tended voice vote last fall 
“because they hadn’t told 
anyone ’no-knock’ was in it.” 

Ervin said he also did not 
have enough time to pre- 
pare an adequate case 
against the “no-knock” prov- 
ision “because they wouldn’t 
even let me see the confer- 



ence report until it was 
printed.” Courtesy would 
have demanded an earlier 
glimpse, Ervin suggested. 

“But I’m pretty well satis- 
fied,” he said, reflecting on 
the vote. “Thirty-three votes 
is thirty-three votes.” 

Throughout the week of 
often acerbic debate on the 
Senate floor, it seemed — on 
the surface at least— as 
though a director had mis- 
cast the entire production. 

On one flank was the 
white-haired, conservative 
Ervin, arguing caution and 
common sense in opposition 
to a law and order measure. 

On the other was Tydings, 
31 years Ervin’s junior, and 
sometimes attacked in his 
home state a s too liberal, 
arguing toughness and 
speed against crime and 
criminals. 

Known as Scholar 

Ervin’s strict civil liber- 
ties stand on the crime bill 
was not without precedent. 

In 16 years as a senator, 
he has invoked the Constitu- 
tion against everyone from 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy to 
then-Attorney General Rob- 
ert F. Kennedy. He is known 
as the Senate’s foremost 
constitutional scholar and 
civil libertarian, and was 
mentioned on several occa- 
sions as a prominent con- 
tender for a seat on the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

Nor is Ervin’s slightly 
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showy, often whimsical ap- 
proach anything new. 

He is well known as a ra- 
conteur, relying heavily on 
mock husband-wife dia- 
logues, down-on-the-farm 
common sense, and quotes 
from the Bible and King 
George III. 

One of his few ventures 
into the world outside pub- 
lic service was in 1964, when 
he served as a “color com- 
mentator” for ABC’s cover- 
age of the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention. It is said 
that, when they make the 
movie of his life, no one 



could have played him but 
the late Charles Laughton. 

Tydings, -on the other 
hand, is characteristically 
cautious and lacking in 
color. He has never before 
led a floor battle over an 
issue so electric or poten- 
tially damaging. 

As chairman of the Dis- 
trict Committee, the Mary- 
land legislator is the young- 
est and newest committee 
chairman in the Senate. 
While he is regarded as a 
“comer” from a relatively 
safe Democratic state, he 
was not battle-tested until 
the crime bill. 

His aides say he led the 
fight for it out of a sincere 
belief that it was an answer 
— from a former prosecu- 
tor’s view — to controlling 
crime. 

He has supported preven- 
tive detention for years.. 

Tydings himself adds that 
much more must still be 
done to correct the causes 
of crime, here and nation- 
ally. 

To his constituents, Tyd- 
ings’ role as sponsor of the 
bill should ease some of the 
pressure he has been under 
to use his Committee chair- 
manship to block any sup- 
posed spillover of crime 
from Washington into Mont- 
gomery and Prince George’s 
counties, his aides say. 



Senate Roll Call 
On D.C. Crime Bill 



United Press International 

Here is the 54-33 vote by 
which the Senate sent to the 
White House yesterday a con- 
troversial crime bill for the 
Distict of Columbia containing 
luthority for police to enter 
lomes without knocking under 
jourt warrant and for judges 
to jail some defendants up to 
60 days without bail prior to 
conviction: 

For the Bill (54). 

Against the Bill (33). 

United Press International 
FOR THE BILL (54) 

Democrats For (23) 

Allen McGee 

Bible McIntyre 

Burdick Moss 

Byrd. Va. Pastore 

Byrd. W.Va. Proxmlre 

Eastland Randolph 

Ellender Sparkman 

Hartke Spong 

Holland Symington 

Hollfngs Talmadge 

Mansfield Tydings 

McClellan 

Republicans For (31) 



AGAINST THE BILL (33) 
Democrats Against (24) 



Anderson 

Bayh 

Church 

Cranston 

Eagleton 

Ervin 

Fulbright 

Gravel 

Harris 

Hart 

Hughes 

Jackson 



Jordan. N.C, 

Kennedy 

McCarthy 

McGovern 

Metcalf 

Mondale 

Muskle 

Nelson 

Rlbfcoff 

Sfennls 

Williams, N.J. 
Yarborough 



Aiken 
Allot! 
Baker 
Bellmon 
Bennett 
Boggs 
Curtis 
Dole 

Dominick 
Fannin 
Goldwater 
, Griffin 
Gurney 
i Hansen 
I Hatfield 
>Hruska 



Jordan, Idaho 

Miller 

Murphy 

Pearson 

Percy 

Prouty 

Saxbe 

Schweiker 

Scott 

Smith, III. 
Stevens 
Tower 
Thurmond 
Williams, Del. 
Young, N.D. 



Brooke 

Case 

Cook 

Cooper 

Fong 



Republicans Against (9) 

Goode 1 1 
Javits 
Mathias 
Packwood 



Paired For: Cannon, Long, Montoya. 

Paired Against: Young, Magnuson, In- 
ouye. 




ANOTHER BIG ONE— Vice President Agnew and other liner at Long Beach, Calif. The craft is 182 feet long and 
officials inspect the new McDonnell Douglas DC-10 jet- is designed to carry up to 350 passengers. 




